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My dialectic method is not only different from the Hegelian,
but is its direct opposite. To Hegel, the life process of the human
brain, i.e. the process of thinking, which, under the name of "the
Idea," he even transforms into an independent subject, is the
demiurgos of the real world, and the real world is only the external,
phenomenal form of "the Idea." With me, on the contrary, the
ideal is nothing else than the material world reflected by the
human mind, and translated into forms of thought. . . . With
him (Hegel) it (dialectics) is standing on its head. It must be
turned right side up again, if you would discover the rational
kernel within the mystical shell.                       MARX : Capital.
Dialectics comes from the Greek dialego, to discourse, to debate.
In ancient times dialectics was the art of arriving at the truth by
disclosing the contradictions in the argument of an opponent and
overcoming these contradictions. There were philosophers in
ancient times who believed that the disclosure of contradictions
in thought and the clash of opposite opinions was the best method
of arriving at the truth. This dialectical method of thought, later
extended to the phenomena of nature, developed into the dia-
lectical method of apprehending nature, which regards the
phenomena of nature as being in constant movement and under-
going constant change, and the development of nature as the
result of the development of the contradictions in nature, as the
result of the interaction of opposed forces in nature.
In its essence, dialectics is the direct opposite of metaphysics.
(i) The principal features of the Marxist dialectical method are
as follows:
(a) Contrary to metaphysics, dialectics does not regard nature,
as an accidental agglomeration of things, of phenomena, un-
connected with, isolated from, and independent of, each other,
but as a connected and integral whole, in which things,
phenomena, are organically connected with, dependent on, and
determined by, each other.
The dialectical method therefore holds that no phenomenon in
nature can be understood if taken by itself, isolated from surround-
ing phenomena, inasmuch as any phenomenon in any realm of
nature may become meaningless to us if it is not considered in
connection with the surrounding conditions, but divorced from
them; and that, vice versa, any phenomenon can be understood